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Garage Sale Gal
Let’'s Make a Deal
Lynda Hammond

It's Thursday February 25, 1971 and Joel Schalen top of the world. Never mind that his
Momis about to make her television debut dressedcémaa in a red and white polka dot suit.
What has Joel energized is that he gets to staglitom school to watch the event. “Getting the
day off—that was just about the coolest thing e world to me,” Joel says.

The real estate agent gets excited even today talleng about his Mom’s appearance on the
game showt et’'s Make a Deal Joel was a little tike, in the third grade a thme and living in
San Diego.

The north Mesa resident began walking down meramg when he came across a set of china
with a starburst design and platinum trim. | sieghpt his garage sale where he and his family
were getting rid of the excess after downsizing msmaller home. Joel wasn't selling the
dishes athis sale but he held it up and asked me how he shpridd it, if hedid decide to sell it.
“My Mom won this onLet’s Make a Deaback in the ‘70s,” he told me enthusiasticallyy &ars
perked up. | love a good yarn on how we acquiret@asures. So, | went straight to the source—
Ava Scheller, Joel's Mom, AKA the clown.

“I remember everything about that day, like it wasterday,” says Ava, now living in Lake
Havasu. Ava was lucky enough to be chosen to s$itarfront section of the audience from
which host Monty Hall selected his contestantsdilv him glance up my way and | said, ‘Oh my
God, Oh my God, he’s going to pick me’ and he didlmost fainted.” Ava’s “deal” included
deciding between a suitcase with “something” ingidevhat was behind door number three.

Ava chose the door.

Her winnings consisted of a bright yellow naugahgtd chrome bar and matching round table
with chairs and the set of Bavarian china.

Three months after that taping the family gattieneund the TV set in the living room to
watch—as Joel fondly puts it; “Mom act like a faola clown suit on national television”. And
now 37 years later the only thing left of that dayhe china and memories. The bar and table set
got used quite a bit and no one is quite sure Wappened to those. As for the china? It was too
good to eat off of!l “We used it a few times at iSBtmas or Thanksgiving but otherwise | didn’t



use it much. | was so afraid we’d break it,” Avgsa

Ava gave the china to Joel about six years agavben | mentioned he was considering selling
it a garage sale, well, Mom wasn't too keen onidea@. “That’s like selling memories. | don’t
think I'd be too happy about it. It's worth a Idtmoney, about $1200.00. I'd rather have it back.
I’'m glad you called. Yes, | am,” Ava says.

And all's well that ends well-----turns out Jeabn't be selling that chinawe’ll have it
forever. No if, ands, or buts,” says Jo&hd remember that suitcase? The one Ava didn’t s@oo
on the game show?
It was full of peanuts!
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(pic provided by Stacey Scheller) Joel Schelleel&described pack rat shows off a plate and
tea cup from his set of rare and retro Bavarianahi
Talk tothe Garage Sale Gal!

Do you have a question or comment about garagstatecbargain sales? Email the Garage Sale
Gal: Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com.

Lynda Hammond is a former television anchor whothef anchor desk for the love of garage
sales. Contact her at Lynda@GarageSaleGal.comdawiso does garage sale segments on
local TV stations.



