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Staying in the shadows for deals at
sales

Lynda Hammond

It can be spooky, a bit scary. It happens whisrsiill dark outside, before the crack of davifhey lurk in the
shadows, following behind hoping to go unnotic&hme are silent as a lamb, look, and drive on\st others tail
their target, stopping, watching and starting agdien they do. Who or what are they? Yes, it'ddveden but
these aren’t ghosts or goblins, I like to call thsign followers”. They're garage sale fanatics vepmt sellers
putting up signs for a sale. You see, they wartetohe earliest to arrive to get a jump on thesiecompetition
between buyers. They want first crack at thatogetitrunk for $10 or the sofa that's a real stealst $20.

Darcy Colacita of Mesa holds a garage sale aledirpes a year and she gets up really early tpgeee While her
husband is setting up shop she’s out posting tivessiShe laughs when she tells me, it just naiks; fvhen she’s
putting them up at least one person follows heseleehind from sign to sign. “It seems like theosss garage
salers are out early. They're the ones that follasv People are waiting to see what way the signpainting. And |
really don’t mind. It's good business.”

Now, I'm an early bird, too and I've seen peoptesting signs in the past but I'm a bit bolder tkame buyers
(okay, a lot bolder!). You see | just roll down mindow and give a shout out “Where’s your saled &bo you
mind if | head that way now?” Usually sellers heppy to point the way. After all the work they'dene you can
bet they don’t want to miss a sale.

Darcy is amused by the “followers”; however, dyre not thrilled with the idea, | may have a swmn. Here’'s
what you do: while someone is watching the saletter person should be putting up the signs. Bltensare you
start posting the signs closest to your sale armiting outward. For example, post your first sigriree nearest turn
to your house, then the next sign at the secontlespgbso on—so that by the time you're done postiggs you're
at the farthest spot from your house. Doing it théy means you'll likely get folks to your sale seo---customers
that might otherwise skip your place. A Hallowegok instead of a treat!

Since we're on the topic of signs, there’s oseésl constantly get emails on---old, withered siglowing in the
wind covered by cobwebs. Okay, that might be aggeeation but we do tend to forget about garage sighs at
the end of the day. So to keep the villagers frtomsing the castle, after the sale pick up alldiyms we’ve posted.
It'll keep our community clean, help forge goodat@nships with our neighbors and hey-- we cansethem for
the next sale. After all, we're recycling all tieogoods we’ve sold at the sale we might as wellaleahe signs, too.
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(pic by Lynda Hammond) Darcy Colacito says iterefails—every time she has a garage sale shélasvid by
persistent buyers. As she puts up her signs fo#lispatiently in their car, figure out her trail ad hopes of getting
the first shot at all the treasures.

MY FAVORITE FIND

Do you have a garage sale find you love? Somethaigmakes you smile when you look at it? Shawétit us.
Send us your picture. Include your name, email egkland phone number and email it to:
Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Watch for the stomyooir treasure in this column!

Lynda Hammond is a former television anchor whothef anchor desk for the love of garage sales.t&urher at
Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Lynda also does garalgessgments on 3-TV's Good Morning Arizona.
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