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Garage Sale Gal

Garage saling with a best friend
By Lynda Hammond

It's early Saturday morning and Dave Potter&mal is going off. His 10-year-old, tiny
Pomeranian is jumping and running excitedly arotledhouse. “That means it's time for me to
get out of bed and go garage saling. And he wet'rle leave without him,” Dave Potter says.

Dave and Tas are inseparable.

“I pretty much have to watch where | walk or Ilig over him. He’s always right there at my
feet.”

Tas—short for Tasmanian devil- and Dave, 52, arta@a in search of unique finds at garage
sales. Dave wasn’t looking for a dog at the timeTas was looking for a home.

Their friendship began 2 years ago when Dav& ¥eea garage sale in Mesa. “He started
jumping on me and was really friendly. The ownéveakif | wanted him.” Dave was skeptical.
“He wasn’t exactly the kind of dog | wanted to lees with...a little too froufrou.” But when the
owner told him the little dog was headed for thambthe next day, Dave relented and took him
home.

He already had 3 large dogs at home so, he wasretjust how he was going to explain Tas to
his wife. “She told me to never bring home anyghiitnad to feed,” he laughs. But Tas fits into
the family nicely. And since that first meeting, Dave’s never beea tarage sale without Tas.
Every Saturday at the crack of dawn they’re outdber searching for unique treasures. “It's fun
finding bargains. You can get just about anythiog peed out there and for great prices.”

Since I'm the ‘Garage Sale Gal’ | have to domynework. So, I'm always going to garage
sales too and | often run into Dave. But | didinidfout about little Tas until they came to one of
mysales. | was doing a bustling business when théggup. Dave left Tas in the car while he
perused the items for sale—that way Tas couldsaatguard dog for the gems Dave finds! | saw
Tas peek his little, furry head up to the windowd &éimat’s when | got a chance to meet Dave’s
partner. They make an unlikely but sweet team. Hgjsand burly and she’s small and delicate.

Dave’s been hitting garage sales every weekenthéolast 35 years. He started his hobby while
attending Coronado High School in Scottsdale. ldgyainter and a sculptor, and often finds his
supplies at garage sales such as brushes and“paiaple try (painting) once and that’s it. Then



they don’t need or want the supplies anymore. 8y flut it out there for a buck even though
they paid about $40 for it. It's been a long tinrece I've bought supplies at a store.”

Of course, his favorite garage sale find is Tids.sits quietly in the passenger seat of the
pick-up truck while Dave drives around looking fi@mrgains. Dave says he was getting a bit tired
of going to sales by himself. “Nobody else wouldvgth me but Tas loves it. He’s fun to take
along and the kids love him.

By the way, Dave got his best friend at a gasade lover'davorite price: Free! To this day,
Dave says he’s glad this is one treasure that dgght’away. “He’s my favorite garage sale
find..most memorable anyway.” How could you forgdtce like that?

MY FAVORITE FIND

Dave Potter found his favorite find at a garage saMesa 2 years ago. Tas is an 8 Ib.
Pomeranian who loves going to garage sales witle[@aery weekend. Tas didn’t mix well with
the previous owner’s children, so Tas was headdgetpound.But Dave came to the rescue
just in time!
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Dave Potter and his 10-year-old Pomeranian Tas gartage sales together every weekend. Tas sits in
the passenger seat enjoying the ride and the scener

Do you have a garage sale find you love? Somethisigmakes you smile when you look at it? Share it



with us. Send us your picture. Tell us a littledbout it. Include your name, email address araheh
number and email it to: Lynda@GarageSaleGal.conichiar the story ofour treasure in this column!

Lynda Hammond is a former television anchor whasrine website www.GarageSaleGal.com where
you can list and look for garage sales on-line. @Geohher at Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Lynda also
does garage sale segments on 3-TV's Good Morniizgra.
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