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The Poodle Skirt
Lynda Hammond

When most of usareinahurry to find that perfect outfit for aparty weusually go to the mall but not
Helen Peterson. Sheheadsto garagesales. “| walked upto asaleand | saw thisbluething sticking out.
| pulledit out and it wasexactly what | needed. | yelled out to Bob ‘L ook what | found'!”

Helen and her husband Bob go garage salinginthe Valley every Saturday. They both keep their eyes
open for rare and unusual finds—brass things for him—anything elephant related for her. It salsoa
chancefor theretireesto spend some quality timetogether.

When their east Valley retirement community posted theannouncement about an upcoming 50sparty
the couplemade plansto go. Helenwasn’ t surewhat towear but plenty of peoplehad asuggestion.
“Everyonetold mel needed to wear apoodleskirt but | said ‘| don’t haveapoodleskirt. Wheream |
goingtofindapoodleskirt?.” Helenhasbeentothousandsof garagesalesbut she’ d never seena
skirt withabig poodleonit sofinding oneat asaledidn’t even crossher mind. Shewasresignedto
simply wearing jeans and a blouse.

But just hoursbeforethe party amorning of garage saling would change her costumeplans. Sheand
Bob spotted acommunity sale (wherean entireneighborhood holdsasale onthesameday), pulledin
and started scoping out the sales. AsHelen waswalking up the driveway of one sale she spotted
something blueand puffy onarack of clothing. It wasapoodleskirt. 1 thought how can thisbe? How
could | possibly goto agarage sale and find apoodle skirt the day beforethe party?’

The man selling the skirt sayshisdaughter had madeit for aschool function afew yearsagoand didn’t
need it anymore.

Helen paired the skirt with ablack top, white socksand sandals. Shewasabig hit thenext night at
the party. “ All the women came up to me and asked me about the skirt. They wanted to know wherel
gotit. Sol got to tell my garage sale story all night long.”

And one of the highlights of the story: The skirt cost just $1!

Don't you just love garage sales!




(PHOTO BY Bab Peterson):

Helen Peterson of east Mesamodelsher garage%l efind. Shefoundthepoodlieskirt at agarage sale
just oneday beforeacostume party with a1950sthemeat her retirement community. After the party
Helentucked it away in her closet. “I’ m going to keepit. Y ou never know—I might wear it again.”
MY FAVORITE FIND

Do you have a garage sale find you love? Something that makes you smile when you look at it? Share it with us.
Send us your picture. Include your name, email address and phone number and email it to:
Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Watch for the story of your treasure in this column!

Lynda Hammond is aformer television anchor who left broadcasting for the love of garage sales. Contact her at
Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Lynda also does garage sde segments on 3-TV's Good Morni ng Arizona.




