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Garage Saling on a whole new level
By Lynda Hammond

When Steve Segner goesto agarage sale he doesn't pinch pennies. “Like that table over there. |
paid $1200 for it. But it'sa Stickley so it wasareal deal.”

Steve owns and operates aquaint and cozy adobe-style hotel in Sedonawith hiswife, Connie. It may
be asmall place, with only 12 rooms, but it's extremely well appointed with top-notch furnishings and
accessories. | couldtell, however, these things—with their unique patinaand historic character-- couldn’t
berecent storepurchases. Therewasclearly moreadventureinvol vedinacquiring thesetreasures.

My husband and | went to Sedonafor abit of hiking, relaxation and yes, garage saling. | chosetheEl
Portal Hotel at random not knowing the owner wasan avid garagesaler.

| sauntered into the hotel |obby withitsstonefireplaceandinteresting accessories just before dawn in
search of my first cup of coffeewhen | spotted Stevereading the paper. | just hadto know. “Do you
garagesae?’ “Ohyes. Just about everything you seeinthishotel comesfrom garagesalesandflea
markets,” he told me enthusiastically. | knew it!

We shared stories of our favorite finds—mineisa7 foot tall iron candelabral got at agarage salein
Scottsdale for $10. Steve' sfavoritefindsinvolve moremoney..alot more. Heknowsquality when he
seesit and isn't afraid to spend hundreds, sometimesthousands, on rarefinds.

Thenative Californian hasworked long hoursin various ventures—including the newspaper and pet
food industries-- but would always maketimeto go to garage sales. He bought so much, infact, he had
to buy awarehouse in which to store everything. “We collect and collect. And friendswould come over
to the house and say ‘Y ou know, you have 14 lampsin your living room’ So, we had our stuff
everywhere.”

Five years ago, the couple built theinn which became a perfect place to showcase the finds. Each
room is unique and displays one-of-a-kind furnishings, such asthe antique, whiteiron canopy bedin
room 3 and the wood furniture painted bright red inroom 6. “Onething about garage sales. you seeit,
you likeit, you get it. Y ou don’t screw around and go home and think about it. There' s no time.”

Stevelovesthings from the turn-of-the-century. He' salways had aninterest in early 1900s furnishings
and decor, so it’seasy for him to choose quality items at agarage sale. He saysthe experiencein
antiques gives him an edge. “1t’ salways good to have the knowledge when othersdon’t. That’s when



you get thereally good deals.”

Most of us don’t have acouplethousand dollarsto spend on garage salefinds. But never fear. No
matter what your budget you can get agreat deal at agaragesale. Spend abuck abuck ortwoandif
you loveit, well then, it’ s priceless.

MY FAVORITE FIND
(Photo: by LyndaHammond)

Steve Segner, owner of El Portal hotel in Sedona, standsbesideoneof hisfavoritegaragesalefinds.
It'sa1920siron floor lamp with the original fabric shade. Hefound it 15 yearsago at an old, Spanish-
style mansion in the Los Feliz neighborhood of Los Angeles. He paid about $80 for it. “The second |
saw it | knew | had to haveit.”

Do you have agarage sa efind you love? Something that makes you smile when you look at it? Shareit
with us. Send usyour picture. Includeyour name, email addressand phone number and email it to:
Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Watch for the story of your treasure in this column!

Lynda Hammond is a former television anchor who |eft the anchor desk for the love of garage
sales. Contact her at Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Lynda also does garage sale segments on 3-
TV's Good Morning Arizona.




