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Garage Saling improves mood
Lynda Hammond

It was five when my alarm went off one recent Saturday morning.

It was dark, cold and | wasfeeling grumpy. That’sright, the Garage Sale Gal just wasn't her chipper
salf.

“I’m not going garage saling,” | told my husband.

“What?! Thisisyour work day you haveto go out,” hetold meinsistently.

He' sright. Friday and Saturday are my work days. When | garage sael find alot of material for
these columns, | find projectsfor my television segmentson Good Morning Arizonaon 3-TV and |
discover fabulous objectsthat can nolonger befoundin stores. What agreat job!!

So, | had my coffee, dressed and—<till in abad mood--hit the road anyway. After al | can't cal in
“sick”. First off, who would | call—everyone having asale? But, serioudly, just think of all thestories
and fabuloustreasures|’d miss.

Within thefirst few sales| had perked up. It stough to stay negative when | walk up to salesand see
funitemsup for grabsand all the people mingling.

Takefor instance, Greg Y erkes salein East Mesa. Hewas having agood time talking with neighbors
and selling items swiftly. And check out what | bought from him (seepicture). It wasa5ft. long
wooden gecko. Greg madeit himself by laying another onehepurchased on apieceof plywood, tracing
it, then cutting it with ajigsaw.

The gecko was just the beginning.

| then went to a sale where—before | even got out of my car-- an old washboard caught my eye-you
know the small wooden boardswhere you' d rub your clothes over a section of metal—the kind your
grandmaused. Asl got closer | knew | had to haveit. The company logo on the antique wasthe
clincher: “Maid Rite of Columbus, Oh.” Well, thiswas just meant to be. Y ou see-that’s my hometown.
Theseller saysshebought it at an antiquestorein Strawberry, Az. | wasexcited becausel’ ve never
seen awashboard at a garage sale and since it was from my birthplace-that madeitirresistible.

| paid $7 for it and headed for the next salewhere | simply couldn’t believe my eyes. Theresittingin
thedriveway wasanother washboard! And, yes, it was produced by the same company in Columbus.



“It's strange—you should go buy alottery ticket,” Marg Schumacher told me after | explained my
incrediblewashboard coincidence. Shebought hersat an antiquestorein Apache Junction. And, of
course, | bought that one, too, for just $5.

Both now hang in my laundry room.

So, next time you’ renot quitefeeling yourself, try garage saling it just might lift your mood, too.
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| bought Greg Y erkes' handmade Gecko for just $1. It took him about 3 hoursto make.
(photo of man and woman sitting down) Fritz and Marg Schumacher show off one of thewashboardsl|
bought. Thiswasn’t asold asthefirst one | nabbed but still quite the mood booster!

Lynda Hammond is a former television anchor who left the anchor desk for the love of garage
sales. Contact her at Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Lynda also does garage sale segments on 3-
TV's Good Morning Arizona.




