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When Deannaand Matt Oase set up their garage salein M esarecently they wanted everythingto be
clean, neat and appealing. And they succeeded. There wasn't alot of merchandise for sale but the set
upwasgreat. What | liked most wasthe clothing “section”. “I didn’t want to just have them in boxes
with people pawing through them,” Deanna told me.

| seethat all thetime at garage sales-- clothes in boxes, on the ground or hanging from the bottom of
an open garage door. It'sjust easier that way for the seller—’ [l admit it, I’ ve doneit. But Deannaand
Matt put alittlethought and effort into their clothing display and came up with agreat and i ngenious way
to show off them off. Clotheswereflying off the shelves, er, “chains’.

The chain link hanger

They started by placing astep ladder in thedriveway and weighing it down so it wouldn't topple over.
They attached two metal link chainsto theladder and strung them to atree. Then each clothes hanger
waslooped through alink. That madethe clotheseasy to seeand kept them from dliding tothemiddle
like they do when ropeisused. “It did keepit organized. | left two links between each item and it really
hel ped keep the clothes from bunching together.”

Deannastarted her sale with eight 13-gallontrash bagsfull of clothesand had only afew items|eft
when it was over.

Thelink chain hanger wasimpressive onitsown but as| chatted with her | discovered Deanna has
quiteaninspirational story. Y ou see, Deannawasselling alot of clothing becauseit nolonger fit her--
shedropped 65 poundsafter two boutswith breast cancer. Deannasaysafter shelearned shehad
cancer a second time, shemade adecision to eat better and exercise more and the pounds came off.

She’ salso switching from amarketing to anursing career. Deannawantsto beachemotherapy nurse.
“| had two really wonderful chemo nursesand | thought I d like to help others, too.”

Thekindness of the nurseslikely helped Deannabeat the disease-she’ s done with chemotherapy and
IS now cancer-free.
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display at their recent garage salein Mesa. Matt didn't think the clotheswould sell. But during the sale
“Matt, looked at me and said ‘wow, you'reclothesaregoing really fast’,” Deanna says.
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Do you have a garage sale find you love? Something that makes you smile when you
look at it? Share it with us. Send us your picture. Include your name, email address and
phone number and email it to: Lynda@ GarageSaleGal.com. Watch for the story of your
treasure in this column!




