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It was an emotional salefor Laurie Clark.

Her father, Charles “Allan” Clark, died suddenly in September after suffering aheart attack. “It’'s
been really hard because hewasonly 49 yearsold.”

Lauriesaysher dad wasapackrat which left thefamily with no other choicebut to haveagaragesale.
They were selling tools, collectiblesand antiques.

| zeroed in on amilk can and an old bow saw. The canwasin rough shape-very rusty..but | till like
those old thingswith their history on the farm—this one from afarmin Holbrook, Az. Asfor the bow
saw..it’s perfect just theway itis. Scuffed up wood, old nailsand rusting metal makesfor agreat wall
hanging. Lauriesaystheitemshad beenin her father' shomefor aslong as she can remember. So, |
asked her. “Areyou sure you want to sell them?’ “Y eah. Selling these things don’t bother me much. It's
that. (She pointed) That’ s going to hurt the most when it goes.”

When | looked in the direction shewas pointing | was surprised. It wasn't apicture or a collectible—
standard thingsthat remind us of our loved ones... it was avery large, well, thing.

Turnsout her dad loved tinkering with stereo equi pment and often combined partsto create hisown
stereo system. “Thisremindsme of my dad. Ever since | wasababy that stereo wasalwaysaround.
And | just remember him working on it al thetime.”

It' samazing what sparks memoriesof our loved ones. L otsof thingsremind me of my grandma
including arooster cookiejar that' s always on my kitchen counter.

| bought themilk can and bow saw for just $5 but | let Laurie know if shedid wanted them back for
sentimental reasonsto et meknow..although she assured me shewould not.

Asfor the stereoinvention, it sold for $300. And what gives L aurie some comfort is where it went—to
achurch for useduring services. “I’mjust glad it went where it went--to the church that--makes me feel
good.”

Laurie Clark, 27, sits beside two



MY FAVORITE FIND

of my recent buys-- an old, rusted milk can and an ique bow saw.

Butit wasdifficult for Laurieto put aprice onthis. What isit? Well, it' sa stereo put together with

spare parts by her dad who was constantly working onit. He died after suffering aheart attack on
September 5.

Do you have a garage sale find you love? Something that makes you smile when you
look at it? Share it with us. Send us your picture. Include your name, email address and

phone number and email it to: Lynda@ GarageSaleGal.com. Watch for the story of your
treasure in this column!




