Garage Sale Gal

Show Low lady shows off Papoose
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During the good ole Summertimeinthe Valley it salwaysfun to hit the garage saletrail but it sa
niceadventureand awel comebreak fromtheextremeheat to head to theHigh Country in search of
sales. That'swhat | did one recent weekend when my travelsled meto Show Low.

| waslucky when I happened by Fay Karstetter’ ssale. Born and raised in Show Low, she now lives
just off the main road—Hwy. 60--through the Northeast Arizonatown of 7700 residents.

Faye, an avid garage saler, was having ahuge salein her backyard getting rid of some of the buys
she’ smadeover theyears. Butitwasafew thingsinside her homethat Fayeinsisted on showing me.
S0, | got aquick tour. Her houseisfilled with antiques and collectibles—there was barely room to walk.
“Oh gosh, I"'ve been collecting all my life, that’swhy I’'m such amess,” Faye sayslaughing.

Inthe corner of her living room she pulled out one of her prized possessions-an antique Indian
papoose. A papoose or cradleboard was strapped to amother’ s back with ababy cuddled insidein
order to keep awoman’s hands free.

Faye has several of them—all elaborately handmade out of sheepskin and decorated with beads.
(Decoration and symbolstold of a parents hopesand dreamsfor their babies.) Shewantsto sell them
but doesn’t dare until she’shad an official appraisal. Sean Mortonisan antiquesappraiserin
Scottsdale, he agrees, an expert should look at them. “I’ ve seen papooses range in prices from $50 to
$150,000. But | can tell you I've only seen afew that have beenin that upper range.”

Fayeissmartinnot selling her cradleboardsat garage sale prices. Expertssay if you haveitemsyou
think areworth something, having them appraised can beinvaluable.

Hereareafew guidelinesfor getting collectibles appraised
1/Question? If there’ sany question in'your mind on whether it’ s valuable, get an appraisal. Or if you
aren’'t even sure what you have. “ Sometimes people aren’t sure what they own and if they’ re getting
ready tosell it or giveit away, they might want to haveit appraised first,” Sean advises.



2/Silver, paintings, jewelry Sean sayssilver sets, paintingsandjewelry typically should be apprai sed
beforeyou liquidate them.

3/Rare collectibles|f you have rareitems, such as Faye' s papooses, you'll want to get them
appraised. Thereislikely anichemarket for themwhichwill forcethe priceup and perhapsnet you a
good profit. An appraiser can a so adviseyou on whereit would sell best—at auction, to adealer or a
collector.

4/Certified appraiser Findanappraiser whoiscertified by the Antique A pprai sers Associ ation of
America. Pricesvary for appraisals. Sean charges $100 an hour and up. Y ou can reach himat 480-
326-6885.

MY FAVORITE FIND
(Photo: by LyndaHammond)

Show Low resident Faye K arstetter, 65, showsoff oneof her favoritefinds. It'san old, antique Indian
papoose. Faye bought the cradleboard for $200in Williams, Az. In the 70s. She has three of the baby
papoosesand plansto get them apprai sed by an expert before selling them.

Do you have agarage salefind you love? Something that makes you smilewhen you look at it? Shareit
with us. Send usyour picture. Includeyour name, email address and phone number and email it to:
Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Watch for the story of your treasure in this column!

Lynda Hammond is a former television anchor who left the anchor desk for the love of garage
sales. Contact her at Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Lynda also does garage sale segments on 3-
TV's Good Morning Arizona.



