Garage Sale Gal

Keep your garage sale Grinch-free

We' veall heard about the Grinch who stole Christmas but haveyou heard about the Grinch who can
sometimesput adamper on garage sales? Hemay not be green, mean and ugly but he could show up
at your sale. “They stolethreethings. They wereright here,” saysone garage saler in Gilbert who didn’t
want her name used.

Chancesareif you' vehad agaragesaleyou’ vehad something stolen or you’' ve beenworried about
the possibility of someone putting adamper onyour sale.

Cheryl Burnett frets about it. Shelivesin East Mesaand recently had a sale along with neighborson
her street closeto Brown and Power Roads. Shesaysevery timeshehasagaragesaleshe's
convinced someonewill snatch anitemwhen she’ snotlooking. Cheryl laughswhenshetellsmedhe’s
never even had anything taken so she’ snot quite surewhy sheworries about it—but she does. “It’sabit
ironic becauseherel amwilling to get rid of thingsfor just penniesbut at the sametimel’ mworried
about peoplejust walking up and taking stuff. | guess becauseit would be aviolation and that would
bother me.”

Asyouknow | gotoalot of garagesalesand | occasionally holdthem. And, yes, I’ vehad something
stolen, too. It wasafew years ago---a picture-perfect Fall day in Arizonawhen the bandit struck. |
had alarge, bright yellow vase, displayed nicely onacard tableinthemiddleof thedriveway. It wasan
awkward-shaped, hand-blown vasewiththick heavy glass, Therewasasticker ononesideproclaiming
“Madein Poland”. But I’'m not upset about it—infact 1’ vecompletely forgotten every detail surrounding
theincident! Nobut serioudly, tobehonest withyou didn’t even noticeit wasmissing until afew days
later. And that’ sunderstandabl e. | mean think about it when you have agarage saleit’s so easy to be
distractedwithall the peoplecomingandgoing. Y ou’ reanswering al ot of questionsandtryingtomake
asaleeachtime...think carnival atmosphere..fun-- but it can be hectic at times.

But you know what, even though I’ ve had afew things swiped from my garage sales|’ m still
convinced thegood outweighsthebad. After al, at garage sal eswe can meet new people, de-clutter
our homes and make some decent pocket change.



Just remember we don’t livein Whoville and no one can make the Grinch agreat guy liketheendingin
the cartoon but there are afew thingswe can do to keep the Grinch at bay.

A Grinch-freesale:

1/Keep the Grinch away from your garage sale by having plenty of folks minding the store.
2/Keep an eye on your money box or better yet keep your loot with you at all times by carrying
it in a pouch or a fanny pack.

3/Keep your doorsto your house locked at all times.

4/Have your cell phone outside with you.

5/If your saleisfairly large or you’re having an estate sale consider hiring an off-duty police
officer to ward off would-be thieves.

(Grinchanimation Caption):(or you can simply go without acaption).
Chancesareit’ shappened toyou. Y ou haveagarage saletoraisealittle bit of extraspending money
andtheGrinchstopsby. L ater you realize something’ smissing but there’ sno money to show for it!

MY FAVORITE FIND mailto:kathiewinter @davita.com

Do you have agarage sale find you love? Something that makes you smile when you look at it? Shareit
with us. Send usyour picture. Tell usalittle bit about it. Include your name, email address and phone
number and email it to: Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com. Watch for the story of your treasurein this column!

Lynda Hammond is a former television anchor who runs the website www.Gar ageSaleGal.com
where you can list and look for garage sales on-line. Contact her at Lynda@GarageSaleGal.com.
Lynda also does garage sale segments on 3-TV's Good Morning Arizona.

Cheryl Burnett: 373-8134 cherylbchd@architects.com



